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 “SBA BEEINFORMED”
                   Spring Cleaning   
and Hive Inspection
 Finally,  after  another  long  winter  it  is  the 
time   bee  keepers  look  forward  to 
reintroducing  yourself  to  your  bees. 
Springtime is when you will check  all your 
hives, inspect them, and clean them for the 
new season. Here is a list of items you might 
want to get ready, bee suit,  gloves, smoker, 
fuel  for  smoker,  hive  tool,  pollen  patties, 
newspaper,  and  dry   granulated  sugar. 
Remove  any  outer  insulating  material  your 
hive was wrapped with for winter. You may 
see  dead  bees  near  the  entrance,  this  is 
common after winter.

Smoke  the  bees  lightly.  The  outside 
temperature is very important so you should 
make sure it is around 60 degrees or so when 
opening  your  hive  for  the  first  time. 
Temperature  is  crucial  because  if  it  is  any 
cooler it  will  chill  the brood. Lift the outer 
cover and remove any insulator board on the 
inside of the outer cover. Remove the inner 
cover  and  smoke  the  bees  again,  to  calm 
them. Look for any moisture, mold, or dead 
bees and remove. Hopefully, you will see a 
live cluster of bees on top of or in between 
the  frames.  Pull  a  few  frames  from  the 
middle of the super, look for capped brood, 
larvae,  and  eggs.  This  will  be  a  good sign 
showing the Queen is alive and well. If you 
have two supers making up your hive remove 

the top one and set it aside, notice the weight 
for  honey  that  was  stored.  Remove  the 
bottom super, scrape off burr comb from the 
top and bottom of frames. The bottom super 
may be light in weight due to bees moving 
upward during winter months. Set the bottom 
super  to  the  side  along  with  the  top 
super.  Now  we   have  reached   the  bottom 
board, which may have dead bees covering 
all  or part  of the board surface.  Take away 
the  entire  board  or  use  a  5  gal.  bucket  to 
scrape off all the dead winter bees. 

Start reassembling the hive. Begin by placing 
the super that was on top when you started 
onto hive first, then the super that was on the 
bottom will now be on top. If your bees need 
food you can place a pollen patty on top or 
newspaper  and dry  granulated  sugar.  If  the 
outside  temperature  is  consistently  staying 
above 50 degrees during the night  you can 
place a sugar water feeder on hive. Line up 
the  inner  cover  and  place  the  outer  cover 
back onto the hive with a brick or rock on top 
to hold in place. Repeat all of the above for 
each hive, this will be an opportunity to swap 
out  equipment  that  may  need  repairs  or 
repainting.  

Some important things to be on the look out 
for  during  this  spring  cleaning  time,  hive 
beetles,  mites,  American  foul  brood,  chalk 
brood,  k-wing  deformity,  nosema,  and  wax 
moths. If you see any of the above, treat your 
bees accordingly for continued good health.
             continued on p. 3
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 continued from page 2
Some important things to be on the look out 
for  during  this  spring  cleaning  time,  hive 
beetles,  mites,  American  foul  brood,  chalk 
brood,  k-wing  deformity,  nosema,  and  wax 
moths. If you see any of the above, treat your 
bees accordingly for continued good health.

Very  important  —whenever  you  are 
inspecting  your  hives  remember  to  remove 
two  frames  from  either  outer  side  and 
place  next to hive, this is   to make room to 
separate inner frames for inspection so as you 
pull each frame you do not damage any bees, 
especially
the queen. Also, it is crucial to remember that 
each frame you remove or move out of place 
must be returned to its original position in the 
hive. Treat bees for mites in the spring before 
June, monitor the mite count by using a sugar 
roll.  Don’t  forget,  get  your  swarm  boxes 
made up and placed, swarm season starts in 
May.
 
“A good beekeeper will continue to study, 
collect  data,  use  common  sense,  think 
things  through,  consider  options  then 
make a decision. If you are unsure or do 
not know....JUST ASK!”
 
E-mail  John  Reagen  with  any  questions, 
concerns, and comments  reag4956@epix.net

       

  Alert!
“The importance of controlling varroa 
populations especially in areas of relatively 
dense bee colonies was stressed by Dr 
Dennis vanEngelsdorp at the BBKA Spring 
Convention earlier this month.
A sick colony explodes into the landscape and 
infiltrates surrounding apiaries, he said.
He identified  the  three  key  risk  factors  to  bee 
health  as  varroa  mites  and  associated  viruses; 
pesticides in the field and in the hive; and poor 
nutrition.
Of these varroa is the biggest threat – and he and 
a research student soon expect to publish a paper 
showing that varroa mites feed off the fat rather 
than the  haemolymph of  honeybees  –  a  factor 
that is of considerable importance for bees going 
into winter.
In  a  sample  survey,  he  found  that  56%  of 
beekeepers had not used varroa-control products 
in  the  previous  twelve  months.  For  some 
hobbyists, not treating for varroa and losing, say, 
nine  of  ten  colonies  doesn’t  matter  too  much. 
However, the impact does not stop at their own 
apiary.
In another study, he and his team marked bees in 
an apiary either yellow or blue. Yellow indicated 
that  the  colony  was  collapsing,  blue  that  the 
colony was healthy. The collapsing colonies duly 
died out, but their surviving yellow-marked bees 
exploded like  a  bomb in  the  landscape.  Those 
yellow bees were found in almost every apiary in 
a two-to-three-kilometer radius!
The implications are clear. You are treating for 
varroa not just to keep your own bees healthy, 
but  also  those  of  your  neighbors  in  the 
surrounding landscape.”
              From Bee Culture’s CATCH THE BUZZ
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    Meeting Minutes  March 10, 2017

Meeting  Opened-  7:00  PM  by  SBA President 
Dave Taylor.

Secretary  Minutes-  Minutes  of  December 
meeting were read by Donna Reagen.
Treasurers  Report-As  of  this  meeting,   treasury 
balance is $5733.91 reported by Dave Taylor.

Old Business:
By Law change (Law 1 sentence #2) pertaining to 
selling  honey  at  the  fair.   All  members  present 
voted in favor of the change, motion passed for 
the following;
“Such  members  are  required  to  work  a  shift 
during fair  and are encouraged to participate in 
the fair competition and the annual work day.”

New Business:
Scholarship Committee is needed and rules need 
to  be  set  up   for  the  scholarship  available  to 
hopeful  college  students  going  into  entomology, 
bee related fields, helping honey bees in any way 
etc.
Website  changes  have  been  updated.  See  Dave 
Taylor if you want to be on the swarm or mentor 
list.
Martha  Kupscznk  from  Springville  would  like 
someone  to  bring  bee  hives  to  her  150  acre 
property,  if  anyone  is  interested  call  her  at 
570-965-3064.
Bob Finch had a loss this winter so he will not be 
selling bees this year.
Larry  Huggins  announced  that  Chuck  Kutik,  a 
commercial  beekeeper  from  NY   has  nucs 
available they will be available in May.
Jim Garner from Conservation District asked SBA 
if we   would consider nominating a director to sit 
on their  board for Susquehanna County,  and we 
would write a letter to promote such nomination 
for their district board. Directors are nominated in 
December and their term begins in January. SBA 
members  voted  in  favor  of  this  request,  motion 
passed.

Dave Taylor handed out a very helpful article on 
why bees die.
Richard Chapin announced that an article, “SBA 
BEE INFORMED” will be a new addition to the 
BUZZER.
Earl  Villecco  announced  upcoming  meeting 
program including;
Emma Mullens from Cornell University as main 
speaker reporting research results on testing hives 
(bees, pollen, mites, etc.)  
May meeting we may have a speaker on bee pests, 
NY state  had a  large amount  of  deformed wing 
virus.
Also,  STBA meeting  will  be  held  at  Chenango, 
NY Town Hall  7PM on April 4, 2017.

Next SBA General Meeting will be April 7, 2017 
with Lucinda VanVleck speaking on photography.
At this meeting, the SBA had three new members 
join.

Program: ‘Mead’ by Aubrey Elbrecht
The subject of Mead, a honey wine, going back  
over 3000 years, was presented. Aubrey gave an 
interesting, in-depth, and informative presentation 
on  the  history  of  this  drink,  popular  meads  of 
today,  typical  ingredients,  and   the  process  and 
procedure.  If  you  want  any  information  on  the 
how-to...  see  Aubrey!    Sandy  brought 
delicious cookies for all to enjoy, Thanks to both! 
Aubrey promised to bring a sample for all to try 
when his recent mead is ready.

Meeting Adjourned: 8:30 PM

Respectfully  Submitted,  Donna  Reagen,  SBA 
Recording Secretary

�4



  

Susquehanna Beekeepers Association
                                                                           
General Meeting Minutes
                                                                      
                April 7, 2017
 
Meeting  Opened   @  7:10  PM  by  SBA 
President  Dave  Taylor/  Pledge  to  the  Flag/ 
Introductions
Secretary Minutes- Minutes from the General 
Meeting in March/ read by Donna Reagen
Treasurers  Report-  $5,805.91  reported  by 
Kathy Swepston
 
Old Business-None
 
New Business-
SBA needs volunteers to be on the Scholarship 
Committee to assist in composing how to  run
the program and decide on awards.
 
The SBA Facebook page has been getting very 
positive feedback, so we will call it a success.
 
SBA Website lists a swarm and a mentor list 
so  if  you  are  interested  in  being  on  the  list 
notify
Dave Taylor and let him know what area and 
location where you are available.
 
PennDot has requested SBA to set up a display 
at the Endless Mountains Welcome Center on 
I-81
They are asking for anything informational on 
bees and beekeeping on Sunday May 7,2017
 if anyone is interested.
 

Program-  “Photography  of  Bees”  presented 
by Lucinda VanVleck
Lucinda  began  photographing  bees  in  2009 
and spoke on which type of cameras she used 
and  consuming  work  has  appeared  in  Bee 
Culture Magazine
for  the  last  2  years  along  with   composing 
calendars for Bee Culture and Better Bee.
Lucinda shared much information on the tips 
and how to’s of her work and the supplies to 
use.
She  brought  many  beautiful  samples  of  her 
portraits  which  she  sells  and   uses  in 
competitions and shows.
Some of the work she does consists of prints, 
portraits, cards, calendars, mouse pads, coffee 
mugs and more.
Thank you very much Lucinda!
 
Hoping everyone’s  bees  survived the  winter, 
we are hearing some have experienced a loss.
 
Next  Meeting  will  be  Friday  May  12,  2017 
and  our  agenda  will  include  Frank  Licatta 
speaking on pests
 to our bees. Field Day will be Saturday May 
13th, update on time and location will be on 
the SBA website.
 
Meeting adjourned- 8:00 PM
 
Respectfully Submitted,
  Donna  Reagen,  SBA  Recording 
SecretarySBA
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James’ Science Fair exhibit display

May 12th 7:00 PM Speaker: Master Beekeeper Frank Licata on “Honey 
Bee Pests”

May 13th 1:00 Field Day at James Wood’s Apiary on Spring Management

June 9th Program To Bee Announced

June 10th Filed Day check on hive split of May 13th

July 14th Program TBA

July 29th Harford Fair Clean-Up and Nominations

Aug. 21st - 26th 159th Annual Harford Fair

Sept. 8th Program TBA

Oct. 13th SBA Board Meeting location TBA
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Pennsylvania State Beekeepers 
Association: PSBA 

http://www.pastatebeekeepers.org/ 

Free Sources of Beekeeping News 
and Tips:

Free “ABJ Extra” (American Bee Journal)  
   e-newsletter www.americanbeejournal.com

Free “Catch the Buzz” (Bee Culture) 
e-newsletter

 www.beeculture.com/catch-the-buzz

      Our School Program
  

  Report to Date for 2016 - 2017
 Jim Barber, James Wood, 
Dick Chapin, Coordinator

10/12 Blue Ridge, New Milford 2nd grade

10/19 Lathrop St., Montrose 4th grade

10/26 Endless Mts. Learning, New Milford
pre school

11/2 Wyalusing 3rd grade

11/9 Mt. View, Kingsley 4th grade

11/16 Lackawanna Trail, Factoryville 
5th grade

11/23 Roslund, Tunkhannock 4th grade

12/19 Choconut, Friendsville 5th grade

1/18 Elk Lake, Springville 2nd grade

1/25 St. Agnes, Towanda 2nd-5th grade

2/8 Epiphany, Sayre 3rd-4th grade

3/1 Susquehanna Community 3rd-4th grade

4/26 Forest City 3rd grade

5/16 Lakeland, Scott Town

5/22 Carbondale

     Lackawanna Backyard Beekeepers
http://
lackawannabackyardbeekeepers.blogspot.com/

 Southern Tier Beekeepers / Broome Co., NY

     http://www.southerntierbeekeepers.org/

Special Events & Field Days
James Wood, Coordinator

   3/3 Susquehanna Co. Ag Day

4/20 Elk Lake Science Fair

4/22 Towanda Town Festival

5/12 Northeast Bradford Elementary

5/17 Sayre School

5/18 Sullivan Co. Environmental Day

5/19 Canton School 

5/26 Athens School

6/2 Troy School

6/24 Tunkhannock Library

http://www.pastatebeekeepers.org/
http://www.southerntierbeekeepers.org/
http://www.southerntierbeekeepers.org/
http://www.americanbeejournal.com/
http://www.beeculture.com/catch-the-buzz
http://www.americanbeejournal.com/
http://www.beeculture.com/catch-the-buzz
http://lackawannabackyardbeekeepers.blogspot.com/
http://lackawannabackyardbeekeepers.blogspot.com/
http://www.pastatebeekeepers.org/
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MEMBERSHIP FORM
Local dues- 
1 yr. $10.00

3 years $25.00
Lifetime $100.00

Members age 70+ free
(includes newsletter)

PA State Assn. dues - $20:00
(Optional)

Life Member $200.
(includes state newsletter)

    Name:
    

Address and Zip:
 

 Tel. #
   

 E-mail:

Payment Method: 
( ) check or ( ) money order

Payable to
Susquehanna Beekeepers

Association
Send to Ginny Wood, Financial Sec.

4466State Route 367
Montrose, PA 18801

 

   Required by law if you have bees:
PA State Registration $10.00 / 2 years

Bureau of Plant Industry – Apiary Section
Karen Roccasecca, State Apiarist

 2301 North Cameron Street Harrisburg, PA 
717-3467 9567 Phone    717-783 3275 Fax 

 forms at meetings or online:  http://
www.pastatebeekeepers.org/inspection.htm

Our Facebook Page
Lori Wallace,  Manager

www.facebook.com/
SusquehannaBeekeepersAssociation

When you log onto your Facebook 
account you can search for Susquehanna 
Beekeepers Association and it will take 
you to our page. Then you can “Like” 

our page.

The Buzzer 

Editor: Richard Chapin 
570-432-4007   

oldbeekeeper83@gmail.com 

Associate:  
Donna Reagen 
570-278-8933 

reag4956@epix.net

Off icers  & Direc tors  2017
President: Dave Taylor

378-3728  drt105@aol.com
Vice Pres.  Aubrey Elbrecht

879-4733   aubrey.elbrecht@gmail.com
Recording Sec: Donna Reagen
278-8933  reag4956@epix.net
Financial Sec: Ginny Wood

934-1166   jimnginw@epix.net
Treasurer: Kathleen Swepston

675-8306   kathyswep@yahoo.com
   

 Directors:
Jim Barber, Past Pres. 

    767-1312   jbeekeeper@hotmail.com        
John Brunner, Past Pres.

278-1774    elsejohnmolly@gmail.com
Richard Chapin, Past Pres. 

432-4007  oldbeekeeper83@gmail.com  
James Wood, Past Pres.

 934-1166 jimnginw@epix.net
LeJune Ely

278-2170     jlely8@frontiernet.net
Jim Perkins

967-2634     perkmar@stny.rr.com
Richard Sheldon  

727-2045     sheldon@nep.net

Our  Website
Dave Taylor, Webmaster

www.susquehannabeekeeping.com

mailto:oldbeekeeper83@gmail.com
mailto:reag4956@epix.net
http://www.facebook.com/SusquehannaBeekeepersAssociation
http://www.susquehannabeekeeping.com
mailto:oldbeekeeper83@gmail.com
mailto:reag4956@epix.net
http://www.facebook.com/SusquehannaBeekeepersAssociation
mailto:drt105@aol.com
mailto:jimnginw@epix.net
mailto:kathyswep@yahoo.com
mailto:jbeekeeper@hotmail.com
mailto:elsejohnmolly@gmail.com
mailto:oldbeekeeper@epix.net
mailto:jimnginw@epix.net
mailto:jlely8@frontiernet.net
mailto:perkmar@stny.rr
mailto:drt105@aol.com
mailto:jimnginw@epix.net
mailto:kathyswep@yahoo.com
mailto:jbeekeeper@hotmail.com
mailto:elsejohnmolly@gmail.com
mailto:oldbeekeeper@epix.net
mailto:jimnginw@epix.net
mailto:jlely8@frontiernet.net
mailto:perkmar@stny.rr
http://www.susquehannabeekeeping.com
http://www.pastatebeekeepers.org/inspection.htm
http://www.pastatebeekeepers.org/inspection.htm
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“Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our own 
image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the 
fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the 

livestock, over the earth, and over all the 
creatures that move along the ground.’ ” 

Note: An old word for “rule” was “dominion”, from the Latin: 
“dominus”, meaning “lord”, “master”; the highest example 
being Jesus, who took care of his “sheep”.  

We’re beekeepers! Obviously, we do not “dominate” our 
charges, in the modern sense of the word, but we do care for 
them.  

Also, “keep” was a safe place in a castle — that tells it all!


