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    Minutes from meeting 4/10/2015:
Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm by 
President Dave Taylor
Treasurer Report: $4082.51 in Account.
Community Foundation of the Endless 
! Mountains, Education Endowment
! !  Fund, is $11,014.59 as of 
! ! ! 12/31/2014.

James Wood will be sealing the floor of 
the Honey Hut.  Volunteers will be 
needed to help with this.
Time and Date to be announced.

Web Site Swarm List and Mentor List : 
Please see Dave to sign up or make 
changes to your status on the list.

Local Nuc Suppliers:  If you know  any 
please let us know.  Members are 
interested in purchasing.

Ginny Wood has applied for the Honey 
Princess to once again come to the 
Harford Fair.

Sign up next month for working the 
Honey Hut at Fair.  The shifts are 10am 
to 4pm and 4pm to close.
Fair Dates are August 17-22

Reminder to All that the Harford Fair 
Honey Hut Sales are our Fund Raiser.  
You keep 80% of sales.  20% goes to 
SBA.  

A volunteer Coordinator for the Honey 
Hut at the Fair is needed. 

Bee Informed Loss Survey.  Please take 
the time to do this survey. You can find it 
at beeinformed.org

Next Meeting May 8th Claverack 
Building at 7pm.

Field Day at John Fiore’s apiary May 
9th. See box to the right.

Tom Ma loney f rom Penn S ta te 
Extension presented “Who Else is 
Coming to Dinner?”  A program about 

Pollinators other than honey bees and 
the plants that attract them and honey 
bees

 Kathy Swepston 
For Rae Marsland, Secretary

      
Complements

 of the PA Honey Queen
 Program 

FIELD DAY
LOCATION
on May 9th

has been changed
to the apiary of 

John Fiore
20 Space Road

Tunkhannock, PA
18657

570-836-5945
gal5223@epix.net

Directions on page 4
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Out of the Past
1942

The Susquehanna BeeKeepers 
Association will meet May 8, 2015 at the 
Claverack building on Route 706 at 7:00 
PM.   The evening’s program will be 
“Free Bees”  presented by some of our 
more experienced beekeepers.  Now that 
winter is over and you have assessed 
your losses are you looking from more 
bees?  We will discuss catching swarms, 
which may be your own bees, or some 
that you receive a call about.  Catching a 
swarm off a branch or luring them into a 
trap is the easiest way to expand your 
apiary without spending money.  Also, 
cutting a colony from a building may not 
only yield you free bees but you can be 
paid to do it.  The third way that will be 
discussed is trapping bees at the entrance 
of a tree or building.

Susquehanna Beekeepers Association 
members, put on your thinking caps.  We 
have open programs for a couple of 
monthly meetings this year.    What 
would you like to hear about to aid in 
your bee keeping, producing products, 
cooking, etc.  Our Program Chairman 
would like to have programs that are 
beneficial to you the bee keeper.  Call 
Jim Perkins (570-967-2634) or e-mail 
(perkmar@stny.rr.com) with your 
thoughts or ideas.

Also, we would like to get a prominent 
speaker for our annual banquet.  Do  you 
have someone in mind that you would 
like to hear?  How about a topic for the 
banquet presenter?  Do you like door 
prizes from our local bee supply houses?  
How about the everyone bring 
something, everyone take something 
table.  What else can we do to make the 
evening fun and enjoyable?

Notes from our Program Chairman

*************************************************************************************************
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Part of a Comment on the New “Flow 
Hive”    “The Flow Hive is touted as a 
“beekeeper’s dream.” But in my 
opinion, it’s a wannabe’s fantasy. The 
point of beekeeping is to commune with 
the bees, not get removed even further. 

There’s nothing like peeking into a hive, 
slowing down with reverence and care, 
observing these virgin sisters of toil. 
Bees work themselves to death why 
should we have their food so easy?”   By 
Maryam Henein, Honey Colony | Op-Ed

From Jennifer Berry’s 
Honeypond Farm, Georgia

John Fiore Apiary
From Montrose take Rt. 29 South

LEFT on State Rt. 1006 in Lemon appx. a 
mile

LEFT on Brown’s Rd. LEFT on Avery Station 
Rd.

RIGHT on Space Road; LEFT into first 
driveway
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  SCHOOL PROGRAM
  Report-to-Date for 2014 - 2015

 Jim Barber, James Wood, 
Dick Chapin, Coordinator

10/1 Blue Ridge, New Milford  
2nd grade

10/8 Roslund, Tunkhannock      
4th grade

10/15 Lathrop Street, Montrose
4th grade

10/22 Lackawanna Trail, Factoryville  
5th grade

11/19 Choconut Valley, Friendsville 
5th grade

12/17 Mt. View, Kingsley 
4th grade

2/18 Epiphany, Sayre 
3rd & 4th grades

3/25 Susquehanna Community 
3rd & 4th grades

4/15 Horace Mann, Binghamton
3rd grade

4/22Elk Lake
2nd grade

5/6 Tunkhannock Early Learning

5/7 Wyoming Co. Field Day
Rice Farm, Tunkhannock

5/13 Forest City
3rd grade

    FIELD DAYS & PARKS
James Wood

Assisting occasionally
Jim Barber, Kevin Baker 

Jim Perkins,
3/6 Elk Lake AG Day

5/22 Athens Area Schools
5/27 Sayre Area Schools
5/29 Troy Area Schools
6/4 NE Bradford School
Date to be determined:

Towanda Schools

Pennsylvania State Beekeepers 
Association: PSBA

http://www.pastatebeekeepers.org/

CHECK IT OUT !! “Buster the Bear” meeting the 
“welcoming committee”!

Art by an Epiiphany School, 
Sayre student
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A Note:  
We have been visiting schools and field days with our honey bee 
program for about eighteen or nineteen years now, and it continues to 
be a volunteer service with no charge to the schools or home school 
groups. About ten years ago, we started a memorial fund with a view 
toward someday providing scholarships for young students of 
entomology and beekeeping. We began giving each school an 
envelope with an explanation of our fund. Contributions have been 
coming in over the years, mostly  from PTA type organization of parents 
and teachers, and in some cases from the children themselves. 

When our fund reached $2,000., we invested it in the Community 
Foundation of the Endless Mountains http://www.community-
foundation.org/.  The fund grew to about $4,000. and last year our 
board added an equal amount out of our budget. This year, our 
investment has reached $11,014.59. It looks as though we are on the 
way to building a formidable Susquehanna Beekeepers Education 
Fund for the education of young people. 

One way our members and friends can help  is to keep the fund in mind 
when it comes to remembering departed beekeepers or even when 
making out a will. It’s something that will survive all of us and be a 
positive contribution to honey bees, beekeeping and entomology  in 
general. 
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Keeney and Ziegler
9351 Old 22
Bethel, PA

Honey Producer / Packer
Supplies, Queens

Honey Jars & Caps
BREEDER of 

NORTHERN QUEENS
717-933-8565

PLAN AHEAD: 
 GOOD VACATION IDEA!

Eastern Apicultural Society, 2015
 

AUGUST 10-14, 2015
 

UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH
ONTARIO, CANADA

 
Keynote Speaker: Mark Winston

 
Workshops: Mead & Beer making; 

queen rearing, IPM & newbee
 

Tour: the Niagara Butterfly 
Conservatory

A Meadery
& large commercial beekeeper 

operations

Check out our good neighbors to the north.
http://www.southerntierbeekeepers.org/

Search your browser for “beekeeping videos

Penn State book “Beekeeping Basics” available free 
at http://pubs.cas.psu.edu/FreePubs/pdfs/agrs93.pdf
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By Clara Moskowitz
Live Science

Recently discovered beehives from ancient Israel 
3,000 years ago appear to be the oldest evidence 
for beekeeping ever found, scientists reported.
Archaeologists identified the remains of 
honeybees including workers, drones, pupae, and 
larvae — inside about 30 clay cylinders thought 
to have been used as beehives at the site of Tel 
Rehov in the Jordan valley in northern Israel. 
This is the first such discovery from ancient 
times.

“Although texts and wall paintings suggest that 
bees were kept in the Ancient Near East for the 
production of precious wax and honey, 
archaeological evidence for beekeeping has never 
been found,”  the researchers, led by Guy Bloch 
of Israel’s Hebrew University of Jerusalem, wrote 
in a paper in the June 8 issue of the journal 
Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences.

The hives have a small hole on one side for the 
bees to come and go, and on the other side is a lid 
for the beekeeper to use to access the 
honeycomb.
The archeologists used carbon dating on grains 
that had spilled from a broken storage jar next to 
the hives to estimate that they were about 3,000 
years old.

“The exceptional preservation of these remains 
provides unequivocal identification of the clay 
cylinders as the most ancient beehives yet 
found,” the researchers wrote.
The scientists used a high-resolution electron 
microscope to study the bee remains, and found 
that their legs and wings suggest they belonged to 
a different subspecies than the bees currently 
found in Israel.

In fact, the ancient bees most closely resemble 
those found in modern-day Turkey. That suggests 
the ancient people may have imported a 
specialized bee species for its superior 
characteristics, such as a milder temper or better 
honey production.

The researchers found three rows of these hives 
in a courtyard that used to be part of a large 
architectural complex during the 10th to 9th 
centuries B.C.

“The location of such a large apiary in the middle 
of a dense urban area is puzzling because bees 
can be very aggressive, especially during routine 
beekeeping practices or honey harvesting,”  the 
researchers wrote. They speculate that maybe the 
honey was so valuable it was worth placing in 
such a congested area to keep it safe.
Overall, the findings “suggest that beekeeping 
already was an elaborate agricultural practice in 
Israel 3,000 years ago,”  Bloch and colleagues 
wrote.
! ! ! ! !
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Off icers  & Direc tors  2015
President: Dave Taylor

378-3728  drt105@aol.com
Vice Pres.  Aubrey Elbrecht

879-4733   aubrey.elbrecht@gmail.com
Recording Sec: Rae-Ann Marsland

574-8943     rmrdh@netzero.net
Financial Sec: Lynnie Anderson 

465-9851        lyndon@nep.net
Treasurer: Kathleen Swepston

675-8306   kathyswep@yahoo.com
    

 Directors:
Jim Barber, Past Pres. 

    767-1312   jbeekeeper@hotmail.com        
John Brunner, Past Pres.

278-1774    elsejohnmolly@gmail.com
Richard Chapin, Past Pres. 

432-4007  oldbeekeeper83@gmail.com  
James Wood, Past Pres.

 934-1166 jimnginw@epix.net
LeJune Ely

278-2170     jlely8@frontiernet.net
Jim Perkins

967-2634     perkmar@stny.rr.com
Richard Sheldon  

727-2045     sheldon@nep.net 
Ginny Wood

934-1166   jimnginw@epix.net

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Local dues- 
1 yr. $10.00

3 years $25.00
Lifetime $100.00

Members age 70+ free
(includes newsletter)

PA State Assn. dues - $20:00
(Optional)

(includes state newsletter)
    Name:

    Address and Zip:
    Tel. #

    E-mail:
Payment Method: 

( ) check or ( ) money order
Check payable to

Susquehanna Beekeepers
Association

Send to Lynnie Anderson, Fin. Sec.
2198 Howell Road

New Milford, PA 18834
 

Our  Website
Dave Taylor, Webmaster

www.susquehannabeekeeping.com

The Buzzer Staff:
Editor: Richard Chapin  

432-4077  oldbeekeeper83@gmail.com                            
Production Manager: 

Valerie Hotchkiss 
553-2086  

valeriehotchkiss54@gmail.com

   Required by law if you have bees:
PA State Registration $10.00 / 2 years

Bureau of Plant Industry – Apiary Section 
2301 North Cameron Street Harrisburg, PA 

717-110-9408 Phone         717-772-5225 Fax 

717-705-6518 forms at meetings or online:  
http://www.pastatebeekeepers.org/

inspection.htm

Our Facebook Page
Cheylyn Adams, Manager

www.facebook.com/
SusquehannaBeekeepersAssociation

When you log onto your Facebook 
account you can search for Susquehanna 
Beekeepers Association and it will take 
you to our page. Then you can “Like” 

our page.
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God save the 
United States of America

“I  predict future happiness for 
Americans if they can prevent the 

government from wasting the 
labors of the people under the pretense 

of taking care of them.”-- 
Thomas Jefferson


